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Christmas Cards & House Group Presents

As we approach the end of our Autumn Term, we
would like to take the opportunity to thank you all for
your ongoing support. Systems for drop offs and
pick ups have now become the norm and we are
grateful that so many of you are contacting the
office via email and telephone rather than calling in.

While we know that our children enjoy giving
Christmas cards to their friends and gifts to a friend
in their House Group, this year we are unable to
have the House Group parties. Please send
Christmas Cards into School by Friday 11th
December. We will quarantine them and give them
out on Friday 18th December.

Thank you for your support with fundraising this half
term - the Christmas cards the children designed
were a great success and we are extremely grateful
as our usual fundraising from the Christmas Fayre is
unable to go ahead.
Our pupils have continued to be resilient, positive
and happy during these unusual times. Thank you to
families and pupils for engaging brilliantly with home
learning when isolating. We have been amazed by
how adaptable our children have become to this
new way of communicating, particularly when video
streaming into lessons. Remember, of you are unsure
how to access your child’s Google Classroom from
Y1 up, please get in touch with your child’s teacher
or Mr Graham via email.
We have enjoyed hosting some sporting events in
school including athletics, cross country and
Hoopstarz which have all helped us have fun and
stay active together.
As Christmas approaches, we are keen to give our
pupils as many opportunities as we can to celebrate
and have fun safely, especially considering the
tighter restrictions in the North East will limit
opportunities for them to celebrate in the
community. Dates of upcoming events are
attached.

School Admissions

If you know anyone who as a child eligible to start
school in September 2021, the deadline for
applications is January 15th 2021

Christmas Dinner
Christmas Dinner will be served on
Wednesday 16th December. If your
child does not usually stay for dinner
and would like to, please let the office
know no later than Friday 7th December so kitchen
staff can prepare. The cost is the same as usual
school meals - £2.05 - Reception Class, Year 1 and
Year 2 do not pay.

Food Bank
There will be no Christmas Fair this year so we aren’t
asking for raffle donations. Instead, if you are able,
we would like to ask your help once again to
support our local food bank who have more families
than ever to help this Christmas. Dry and tinned food
with a decent shelf life would be ideal. It would be
lovely if we could send some Christmas products too
(mince pies, Christmas puddings etc).
In addition, they are collecting toys and gifts for
children aged 0-18. These must be new and
unwrapped. Donations can be sent in with your child
and will be quarantined.

Winter Bugs

Just a reminder that it’s the time of year when the
usual sickness bugs are around. County Durham
guidelines state that children must be kept off
school for 48 hours after the last bout of sickness
or diarrhoea. Your child does not need to stay off
school for a cold unless they are very poorly. As
usual, staff are being stringent about hand
washing and using hand gel, classrooms are
ventilated and staff are vigilant for any symptoms
of COVID. If your child or anyone in your
household is displaying symptoms, please follow
government guidelines and inform the school
office.

Christmas events in school
We are keen to keep some Christmas traditions
going in school. Each class will have a
Christmas party but this will be held in their class
bubble, not in mixed groups. Children will be
given a snack and a drink instead of usual party
food but they will have fun and enjoy their
usual party games. Children should come
dressed in their party clothes on their party day,
not school uniform.

Reception Class Nativity
One of our favourite traditions in school is seeing
our newest pupils in their Nativity play. We know
it is disappointing not to be able to invite
families in to share this, but Mrs Groak, Mrs Cook
and Mr Graham have been working hard with
the children on Nativity: The Movie! We will let
you know as soon as this premieres so you can
watch it online with your child at home.

Seaham Town Council has gifted all schools in
Seaham £200, so we have used this money to
pay for a pantomime to be streamed into
school for the children to enjoy. This will take
place in your child’s class at some time in
December.

Appointments and Absences
Please make sure you tell the school office if
your child is absent from school or if they have
an appointment.

We know that the children usually enjoy crafting
things for their Christmas Fair. We are unable to
have the Christmas Fair this year but the
children will still enjoy doing some nice
Christmas crafts in their classes to bring home.
Charity Fundraising
On Friday 11th December we are holding our
Christmas Jumper Day and are going to
combine this with a ‘Santa Dash’ where we will
challenge ourselves to walk, jog, skip or dance
as far as we can - all along to some Christmas
tunes of course. If you are able, we would
welcome donations of £1 which will be shared
between Save the Children and We Hear You
Cancer Counselling. Staff have chosen to
make charitable donations instead of our
annual Christmas night out this year and will be
supporting these charities and the food bank.

Holiday
Christmas *These dates are

Just a reminder that if children are self isolating
but are well, they should be taking part in
online learning.
Advent Liturgies
In lieu of our usual Carol Service in school,
classes are preparing Advent Liturgies that will
be shared each Monday on our website. There
will also be a special Advent liturgy featuring
carols and dances from Y1-6 in the final week of
term. Please keep checking Facebook and our
website for updates and take the time to share
the messages and celebrations with your family.
Diocese Prayer and Reflection
There are a number of Advent resources and
reflections on our diocesan website. These
include daily reflections, video reflections and
Advent prayer groups.
www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/
prayeradventresources

Closing Date

Re-opening Date
Wednesday 6th January 2021

Spring Half Term

Tuesday 22nd December
2020 (1.30pm)
Friday 12th February 2021

Easter

Friday 26th March 2021

Monday 12th April 2021

May Day Bank Holiday

Friday 30th April 2021

Tuesday 4th May 2021

Summer Half term

Friday 28th May 2021

Monday 7th June 2021

Summer

Friday 16th July 2021
(1.30pm)

Thursday 2nd September 2021

different to some other schools.

Monday 22nd February 2021

Please note that School will be closed for three further Professional Development days this
school year:
Friday 25th June, Monday 19th July and Tuesday 21st July 2021

CHRISTMAS DATES
Monday 30th November
Monday 7th December
Friday 11th December
Monday 14th December
Monday 14th December
Tuesday 15th December

Advent service 1 available on the website
led by Year 5.
Advent service 2 available on the website
led by Year 3.
Christmas jumper day and Santa Dash
Advent service 3 available on the website
led by Year 2.
Year 6 Christmas Party

Wednesday 16th December

Year 5 Christmas Party (am)
Year 3 Christmas party (pm)
Christmas Dinner

Thursday 17th December

Year 4 Christmas Party (am)

Friday 18th December

Year 2 Christmas Party (am)

Monday 21st December

Advent service 4 available on the website
led by Year 6.
Reception Christmas Party
Year 1 Christmas Party
Pyjama, hot chocolate and movie
morning
Tuesday 22nd December at 1:30pm

Monday 21st December
Tuesday 22nd December
Break up for Christmas

